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1st  Lady  Folksy  at  Museum 


By  EMILY  GEST 

Daily  News  Staff  Writer 
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n  the  city's  long  list  of  must-see  museums,  First  Lady 
Laura  Bush  picked  one  yesterday  from  way  off  the 
menu:  the  American  Folk  Art  Museum. 

Bush,  the  only  First  Lady  to  ever  visit  the  museum,  said  she 
was  interested  in  folk  art  and  wanted  to  see  the  museum's  new 
location  in  midtown. 


"I  do  collect  a  little  bit  of  folk  art  —  mainly  what  you  call 
Mexican  tourist  pottery,"  she  said  before  looking  at  portraits, 
pottery  and  needlework  in  the  exhibit  "American  Radiance: 
The  Ralph  Esmerian  Gift  to  the  American  Folk  Art  Museum." 
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Our  folksy  First 
Lady  checks  out 
Midtown's  new 
museum. 


Accompanied  by  New  York  State's  First 
Lady,  Libby  Pataki,  Bush  used  the  60- 
minute  tour  to  see  an  exhibit  of  watercolors 
by  reclusive  Chicago  artist  Henry  Darger^ 


But  Bush  said  her  favorite  artwork  was  a 
1975-carved  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
by  Elijah  Pierce,  who  depicted  the 
President  as  African- American  against  a 
red,  white  and  blue  background. 


"You  don't  have  to  work  hard  to  be  diverse 
because  people  of  every  race  and  culture 
and  every  religion  want  to  express 

themselves  in  some  way,  certainly  in  America,"  Bush  said.  "It's 

very  special  to  get  to  see  all  this." 


After  the  visit,  Bush  and  Pataki  attacked  a  more  conventional 
menu  —  stopping  for  a  $20.02  lunch  at  La  Cote  Basque, 
taking  advantage  of  Winter  Restaurant  Week  2002. 


The  swank  restaurant  normally  offers  appetizers  at  nearly  $20 
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